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political columnist for the BBC’s Focus on Africa Magazine.

He was short listed for the Caine Prize for African writing in

2009. He has also been shortlisted for the 2010 Penguin Prize for

African Writing for his novel manuscript, The First and Second Books of

Transition.

A former co-editor of Pambazuka News, his columns have appeared in the

Guardian, International Herald Tribune, Chimurenga, Los Angeles Times,

South African Labour Bulletin, and Business Daily Africa, and he has been a
guest on Democracy Now, Al Jazeera and the BBC World Service. His essays have appeared in the
World Literature Review, the Black Commentator, Progressive Magazine and
Radical History Review. His short stories have been published in Wasafiri,
Kenyon Review and St. Petersburg Review and poems in the New York
Quarterly, Brick Magazine, Kwani?, Chimurenga and Tin House Magazine
amongst other places.

Ed Pavlic’s most recent books are Winners Have Yet to be Announced:
A Song for Donny Hathaway (UGA P, 2008) and Labors Lost Left Unfinished
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(UPNE, 2006). His other books are Paraph of Bone & Other Kinds of Blue 1 '

(Copper Canyon P, 2001) and Crossroads Modernism (U Minn P, 2002).

~

5 g
g . y L A
His prizes include the Darwin Turner Award from African American Review and The Aok
American Poetry Review / Honickman First Book Prize. He has had fellowships at the
Vermont Studio Center, The Bread Loaf Writers Conference, and The MacDowell Colony and has
taughtpoetryatSummerLiterarySeminarsinSt. Petersburg,Russiaandatthe Kwani?LitFestinNairobi
andLamuTown,Kenya. Heliveswith Stacey,Milan,Suncana,MzeandIAmPozzoin Athens, Georgia.

Cornelius Eady is co-founder with Toi Derricotte, of the Cave Canem
workshop. His latest book of poetry is Hardheaded Weather(Marian Wood/
Putnam). Presently, he is Associate Professor of English at the University of
Notre Dame. In Sept, 2010 he joined the faculty at the University of Missouri-
Columbia as Professor of English and the Miller Family Endowed Chair in
Literature vand Writing,

Binyavanga Wainaina (born 1971) is the founding editor of Kwani?.
A Kenyan author, journalist and winner of the 2002 Caine Prize, Wainaina was born in Nakuru
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in the Rift Valley province. He attended Moi Primary QQ“"" - /
School in Nakuru, Mangu High School in Thika, and \1 2 )
Lenana School in Nairobi. He later studied commerce at the .\ £

University of Transkei in South Africa, after which he worked N
in Cape Town for some years as a freelance food and travel writer.

Sitawa Namwalie is the author of the poetry anthology called “Cut off
my Tongue” which is her first published anthology. “Cut off my Tongue” is also
a show of dramatised poetry which has been performed to critical acclaim in
Kenya and in the UK. In 2009 the show was invited to perform at the Hay
Festival in the UK. In 2009 “Cut off my Tongue” received support from the
Chanagamoto Fund (an arts fund of the KCDF) which was used in developing
the performance aspect of the show. In 2010 “Cut off my Tongue” was selected
by the Sundance Theatre Lab as one of four projects at the first East Africa Lab.
In the same year “Cut off my Tongue” received a commendation for the Freedom to Create Prize.

Sitawa is a Kenyan poet and writer interested in how Africans are defining themselves in today’s
world. In writing she finds her expression. She lives in Nairobi and has worked in the development
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industry for many years after graduating from the University of Nairobi with " /

a Bachelor of Science in Botany and Zoology, and later obtaining a Master of \‘3 -

Arts degree in Environment, Society and Technology from Clark University in \ ‘f'
Massachusetts, USA. She is married and has three children. Nk

Stephen Derwent Partington is a talented young writer, married into Kenya, who studied
at various universities in the UK and Germany, including Oxford.

While in the UK, many of his poems appeared in respected magazines and journals, including
The Rialto, The New Welsh Review, Smiths Knoll, Verse, Poetry Wales,
gx Thumbscrew, Iron, Swansea Review, Frogmore Papers, etc.

Since arriving many years ago in Kenya, where he heads a small rural school,
Stephen has: contributed journalistic articles to the national press on
educational and literary issues; participated in national radio debates on the
same; acted as poetry editor to Kwani?, published academic articles in leading
journals on Kenyan literature; published a critically-acclaimed Kenya-based
poetry collection; supported other emerging young poets; written a ‘critical manifesto’ which
focuses on the new Kenyan poetry, and a postcolonial, post-election study of the creation of ‘tribe’
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in Kenyan literature, both of which are forthcoming. During the Post-Election K"'%, /
Violence in Kenya, he joined, as a participating member, the young writer-activist \i% 2
group, Concerned Kenyan Writers. He lives and works near Machakos, Kenya, \ A”
with his young family, until such time as he says, is deported! Stephen’s regular and
short author blog can be found at the inpress online bookshop website, where How to
Euthanise a Cactus will also be for sale: www.inpressbooks.co.uk

ws leaving a shiny bald patch somev

Phyllis Muthoni has contributed poems to Kwani? and the ‘Black Arts
Quarterly’ magazine (Stanford University). She has been writing poetry
‘seriously” since 2003. Her investment in time and thought shines through her
recent collection, Lilac Uprising , which has been likened to ‘a cool drink of
water: clear, spare, fresh and vital' (Doreen Baingana, author, Tropical Fish).
Lilac Uprising, the title poem, is part of a four-piece poem that utilizes the
life stages of a Jacaranda tree to highlight how she deals with the loss of her
grandmother. Phyllis works part-time as a poetry editor.

‘Phyllis Muthoni has written and courageously self-published a book that redefines how Kenya can
be viewed...Itis a thrilling read, a collection of fantastic poems that converts what we see from the
corner of our eye into something kaleidoscopic...” Stephen Partington, author: SMS and Face to
Face (Phoenix) and How to Euthanise a Cactus (Cinnamon Press)
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Arts manager, event producer, development professional o :

specialising in multimedia communications, arts and \3 :
new media education specialist, creative economy advisor, \ ‘f

~

traveller, seeker, Indian Ocean lover and novelist, Yvonne

Adhiambo Owuor draws from and is inspired by knowledge

and experiences gained from a multiplicity of environments, encounters,
quests, expressions and spaces, places, landscapes and people.

Yvonne is best known for her short Story, Weight of Whispers, which won
the Caine Prize for African Writing (2003 ) and which has been published
and translated into several languages.

Her other works include, My Mother, My Muse (Back Arts Quarterly, Vol 9, Issue 2, 2004), Trial
of Terremotto (‘A’ is for Ancestors; anthology, Kwela Press, South Africa, The Knife Grinder's tale,
The State of Tides, Dressing the Dirge ( Little Black Dress: An Anthology of Short Stories by Women
Writers ed. Susie Maguire) which has been adapted for and beautifully performed on stage by Dr.
Mshai Mwangola. At present, Yvonne works for a regional higher education initiative, (Aga Khan
University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences Academic Planning) that involves her in conceptualising,
developing and planning for a world-standard, campus that will open in Arusha, Tanzania in a few
years’ time. Finally, Yvonne is polishing off the manuscript of her first novel, Dust and Memory.
She is almost sure that it will be out in the world sometime in 2011.
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After a childhood steeped in music and performance, /
perhaps it was no surprise that IN gwatilo Mawiyoo
chose to study Music and Creative Writing at university. She
has since been lauded “a priest of the art of performed poetry,”
presenting her work at festivals across Africa, Europe and North
America; in 2010 touring Zimbabwe, Malawi and South Africa during the
2010 Poetry Africa Festival.

o A

A keen observer and devoted student of the written word, Ngwatilo’s first
book of poems “Blue Mothertongue” (2010) is a collection set in Nairobi
and the African diaspora, around notions of home, loss and healing. Critics say the work is “crafted
with beautiful pace and intelligence,” that it is “a worthy testament of her times.”

In December 2010, Ngwatilo has gone further to create a performance piece based on Blue

Mothertongue. “The Puesic Project” [pew-zik] is an experiment into the capacity of music, dance,
photography and videography to read and tell, complicate and simplify poetry.
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Muthoni Garland writes fiction for adults and .
children. Her stories have been published online and in 5 A{! i
N

B8 literary journals like Kwani? and Chimurenga.

Her novellas, Halfway between Nairobi and Dundori, and Tracking

the Scent of my Mother, are published by Storymoja. She has published
several children’s books. The Matatu from Watamu drove into the Sea has
been produced as a musical theatre show. Kamau'’s Finish was published
by CCCP as teaching material for UK schools.

Muthoni is based in Nairobi and is married to Wallace. They have four
fabulous children.
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..She dragged her twelve Nairobi years over the YA
Nakuru-Nairobi highway. When a landmark jutted at \» 3
her recognition whatever memory she has been reliving ? 0
(2
was yanked off like a loose piece of her caught in a tree — ,\ J
AFRICAN FICTION OFNIBUS Waigwa Ndian’gui, Baboon House

...Suddenly I was on my knees, pressed down by the weight of guns nuzzled
against my cheeks, blood streaming from my just torn scalp. I wish they were guys. Boys
play with guns, women use them - Tesiro Dore - Seven Yellow Brassieres for Fried Eggs

..What made South London look beautiful tonight? Was it the sudden lack of noise in
her head, the sense of clarity? The sound of her own voice saying “I'm almost there?”
“I'm almost free” - Diriye Osman, Earthling

...And we're not the boohoo rich those dim-witted radio presenters try to sell every day.
You know, the “I'm rich because I was privileged enough to get immunized as a child, go
school, eat three meals a day, and was spared an unfortunate inter-generational marriage
and female genital mutilation.” - Brenda Mukami, All in the Family

AVAILABLE AT ..I first met Tabitha in the bowels of Nairobi city center in midst of chaos\

theorized choreography that is the walking dance across zebra crossings with
my fellow banana box kikoys and Garissa lodge jeans and little red suits.
Mehul Gohil, Farah Aideed Goes To Gulf War.

The Festival, www.kwani.org
and leading bookstores
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Mehul Gohil, is by day a boring white collar professional who oty /
works in the retail industry. However, come night time and at \* ]
other times, Mehul Gohil metamorphes into Dr. Jekyll’s favourite \ \/

botched experiment a.k.a. Mehul Gorilla.

A relatively schizophrenic specie, he is one part chess freak, 2.4 parts
obedient slave to his hero Micheal Jackson and 0.01 parts fiction writer. Among
the Gorilla’s favourite things are Don Delillo novels: Eat Point Omega bananas
for breakfast, drink Libra orange juice for lunch and when bedtime comes dream only of the
Underworld A-bombs.

Waiganjo Ndirangu is a writer currently based in Taita. Itis during his runs up the ascents
of Taita Hills, the gusty winds of the Tsavo in his face, that the odd poem coalesces, the unlikely
story comes along.

Brenda Mukami Kunga, 24, writes
between ward rounds, after theatre and
before classes. Also on Sunday mornings,
public holidays and randomly at 3 a.m.

when the spirit moves her.
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Renee Akitelek Mboya is a Nairobi based writer who started off

h A ; : . pY ;
er writing career as a legal draftsperson. She is also a classical clarinettist. X 7

Her music greatly informs her work. \ £

Waigwa Ndian’gui has lived most of his life in Ngong, enough Kilometres from
Nairobi. He holds a BSc. Biomedical science degree from Egerton University. He loves

writing and will consider himself a good writer when he can hack a Facebook update at one ago, or
a CV that lands him a job.

Erica Sugo Anyadike has worked as a filmmaker and a broadcaster for the past ten years.
She’s Tanzanian, married to a Nigerian and lived in South Africa for over a decade before moving
to Nairobi. Her story ‘Small Houses’ is about xenophobia and Zen and the art of overcoming
phobias. (Insert smirk here). She chose the second person POV to create a sense of displacement
and disorientation. She likes
pretentious  conversations
about postmodernism and
popular culture. She has
been known to take the piss
out of herself ... but there are
no surviving witnesses.

3
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TO BRAEBURN SCHOOL:
If Driving, take the left off Wayaki Way past ABC Place onto James Gichuru Road. \") ¥
) g |
Take a Right onto Gitanga Road, Braeburn will be on your right § ;, J
By Public Transportation:
Take the No. 46 Bus (Kencom) or Matatu (Railway Loy oo
Station, Alight at Gitanga Road. o i g
Store. New Loresho i
KIFARU GARDENS: o L
s Waiyabs Wy gyl Yy
If driving, take the left off Wayaki Way past ABC o Ve %i;
Place, onto James Gichuru Road. Then take the first o) e f”‘ 2 e T

left off James Gichuru Road onto Kanjata Road.
Kifaru is the 1st gate on your right, No.3 with a
black rhino on it.

If travelling by matatu, take a No. 23

from Odeon Cinema in the CBD. Get off at

the Westland’s bus stop and take a No. 48
(Kawangware). Alight at the Mosongari stage, walk
left onto Kanjata Road. Kifaru is the 1st gate on
your right, No.3 with a black rhino on it.
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Angela Wachuka, Executive Director, Kwani Trust

Billy Kahora, Managing Editor, Kwani Trust.

Sheba Hirst, Festival Director

Reneé Mboya, Editorial Assistant

Nancy Onyango, Press & Events Liaison

Wambui Thuku, Administrator

Mike Mburu, Sales & Distribution

Velma Kiome, Logistics, Transport, Accommodation & Catering.....o.eueruesersenees

Kwani? Litfest Team

0728 606 954

0726 902 697

0724 894 106

0725 747 695

0723 736 906

0721 479 944

0721873151

0721987227
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Mtesaji’s powerful thighs as said was very deep. She stitched it up. swath

KWANI TRUST
Off Riverside Drive, Opposite Chiromo Campus
(Under Fly-Over, 1st Gate on the Left)
P.O Box 2895-00100 Nairobi
T:(+254) 020 444 1801 F:(+254) 020 444 1802
info@kwani.org | www.kwani.org
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